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ABOUT THE ARTIST 


Ь the intellect, is а rare specimen of Neo- American 

a A him, the metaphysical Flowering of a rennaisance schol- 
tast has been rafted on the rough branch of ‘midwestern. plainsmanship. 

the artist, is important. Š МҚ»; 

pe eq any other ranking, artist now alive, this slim and decep - 

tively pliant young man is a cul gt the slightest De 
ion Борышты а theory or Rounding а School, he has become the lin 

а ‘representational art and the outer rangings of creative 


ss catté 
cerebratim- а 4 

his genius, the varied approaches he has essayed toward the 
ti me Eu や found in this volume—what we have here 15а young 
ultimate て certainly still to reach peak creative performance, whose focus 
ae Lible both to traditionalists and the seekers. His drawings possess 
D Pique: mystic quality, a sensitive feeling of youthful exuberance and 
wonderment. . А з " 

works have drawn (and earned) Comparisons with. 
“Thomas Eakins, Grant Wood, both Wyeths, and others ЧИН scd. ane may we 
еа iti i em, also wi rueghel, Bosch, 

add solidified. American tradition behind аа Marbles. | think his streama of 


2 ; Dali, 
Daumier, Goya, en lie intense, Passionate lines of George Grosz, 


am OE S autem, and reaching further back, to Byzantine Mosaics 


and E ian Bas reliefs, | 

Бурай artist worked in such а range. This staramy splurge of evo- 
cations goes beyond just hinting at his universality. Each, of these other 
artists, dr objects, wag in its way, a trail blazer. What R. Crumb's lonely 
pathway aspires to reach is no simple thing for him or anyone else 
Ж explain. й . 

5 the barest possible terms, he has awareness of a meshing of un- 
seen. cogs, and the pulsing. of unimaginable forces. These heis onvinced, аге 
manifestations of a grand design for the Universe. He does not think that 
mankind is а helples3 dust mote in this orderly chaos, unable to alter itself 
and doomed to be swept out some day. R.Crumb cleaves to the conviction. 
Inst man has (or has been. given)the power to steer his course. And Art isa 
Sweep oar, for bad or good. To put it another way, he thinks that Art 15 a 
Clue to the solution, and can lead man to the kind of world that lives now 
only in dreams—and in that selfsame Art. So in away, R. Crumb thinks 
of “himself as drawing roadsi$ns. . у 

All of this would be pretty heady stuff for the cocky Kid from Philly whose 
first professional achievement was visual aids for the Latex Gerporstion. But 
not for the dedicated anti-sophisticate who ponders Tolstoy and Teilhard де. 
Chardin between concentrated drawing sessions (but avoids continental phil- 
osophers at his European showings ), GO persuasively over a checkered 
kablecloth. in San Erancisco’s North Beach( but disintigrates at thought of mak- 
ing а public speech), draws like a wizard (but cant drive a car). 

А key to one of the locked doors between us and R. Crumb(a good crypt- 
(remet would come in handy here) is his insistence upon. universality in Art 

hen he says Art is a route to evéry body's bliss, he means all kinds of Art. In- 
tensely personal, completely introverted, in fact, these drawings are nevertheless 
representational o£ Art as а whole. Nobody has yet deciqed tp compose а novel, 
or libretto an opera that is themed by one of R.Crumbis sketches, but Ї have 
no doubt that h will come. La Gioconda waited quite awhile for her ароћ- 


eosis. Quo Vadis 9 
Elton Fiscus-Powell 
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